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For Immediate Release
July 25~ 1963
From the offices of Congressmen:
Silvio 0. Conte (Mass.)
Peter H.B. Frelinghuysen (N.J.)
tJilliam S. Mailliard (Calif.)
F. Bradford Morse (Mass.)
Howard v.J. Robison (N.Y.)
Charles W. Whalen, Jr. (Ohio)

Alphonzo Bell (Calif.)
John R. Dellenback (Ore.)
Marvin L. Esch (Mich.)
Frank Horton (N.Y.)
Ogden R. Reid (N.Y.)

GOP CONGRESSMEN PUT FORTH EDUCATION PLANK
Eleven

Republican Congressmen today presented a series of bold departures

in urban education for consideration by the Republican Convention's Platform
Committee.
In a letter sent to Senator Everett Dirksen, the Congressmen revealed
the conclusions of a seven-month Congressional investigation, citing a 300-page
report of their study on the role of education in solving the crises in our cities.
The Republicans proposed a series of 51 recommendations aimed a producing
"equality of results" in the elementary and secondary education of urban sflfidents.
The principal authors of the study, Congressmen Alphonzo Bell, John R.
Dellenback, Marvin L. Esch, Frank Horton and Ogden R.

Reid~

outlined in a 30-page

summary the following major departures from current Federal aid to education:
A recongition that priority attention be given to urban education
as one of the

l~eys

t:o solving the urban dilemma.

Revision and consolidation of the Federal support programs to
direct a single education payment to the cities.
-- Institution of a program. whereby the cities can undertake a total
revision, restructuring and revitalization of their entire local
educational system.
Federal aid to education which requires only that a local program
be comprehensive in nature and that in planning, attention and
consideration by the local area be given to teacher training and
recruitment, facilities construction and use, curriculum aids and
supplementary services, preschool programs and year-round school, use
of technology, and provision fo r adequate nutrition and medical care.
Federal support which encourages consideration by the urban center
of the fundamental questions o:C the adequacy of existing control over
education and the question of decentralization, the existing financing of
- more -
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local educa t ion, and the existing administrative management of education.
-- Federal support which encourages consideration of the value of a
synergistic cuLriculum -- a curriculum based on planning which considers
each and every aspect of education and its effect on every other aspect,
inc:uding basic s k ills, vocational/technical education, recreation

and

extracurricular activities, remedial programs, and a >·;ide range of
academic subjects. The support programs

Would encourage the urban center

to use relevant cultural background material and to include programs
for the development of personal creativity and self-reliance.
-- Federal support which requires community participation in the development of education plans and utilizes tge talents of officials of
private independent schools, piivate industry, higher education
institutions, and local citizens.
The appointment of an Associate Commissioner for Urban Education
irt the Office of Education in the Department of Health, Education and
vJelfare.
-- A massive increase in teacher training programs emphasizing instruction designed especially for the urban area.
The Congressmen explained that the study was based on the realization
that "civil disorders in the cities demonstrate only too well the undeniably
growing division between the urban core dwellers and the suburbanites, between
the blue collar city and a white collar outer fringe, between aneducated rural
people moving in and "sophisticated" urban people moving out, between the poor
and a new, visible, but untouchable, middle-elass -- between black and white."
"He must assure,"

they continued, "in the words of the National

Commission on Civil Disorders ,'equality of results' from education, for if
education is not radically improved, the racial division

-- with all its despair

and hatred and potential for violence -- will vJiden even further."

"More jobs

are needed today," they said, "but they are a short-range subsidy which does
little to promise long-range change.

Better housing is needed, but it too,

by itself offers no promise of long-range change in the plight of the American
Negro.

Only education offers the long-range promise

suffici~nt

to make of the

American Negro a self-confident and self-satisfied participant in this, the
most prosperous country in the history of mankind."
-more-
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Studying the current condition of urban education, the

Congressm~n

made the following conclusions:
-- "Item by item, the urban youth, especially the ghetto resident,
have fewer phsycial facilities for education which are up-to-date
and in good condition, fewer curriculum aids, a less compelling
academic curriculum and lea:cning environment, and slightly lower
quality in teaching.
-- "Recognizing that some of these differences obviously restrict
educational opportunity, the level of differences could not alone
account for the vast gap in the results of the student s in the cities
versus those in the suburbs.
--

11

Data from achievement scores, from progress reports, from Armed

Services acceptance tests, and from dropout rates and college
attendance rates demonstrates explicitly that each student in
America is not now being given the opportunity to acquire the basic
tools of speech, writing, reading and mathematics -- tools without
which he can neither continue learning nor compete effectively.
-- "The kind of individual who enters the urban school system and
the kind of environment be comes from leads to the conclusion that
urban education has failed in not responding effectively to the
challenge of teaching

cultu~ally

deprived students.

"Urban education, then, must be made superior to suburban education
if the graduates of both are to have equivalent skills."
The Congressmen made the following conclusions concerning the effects
of current Federal aid programs and their administration on urban education:
-- "The recent Federal effort to promote better education across
the beard has been extraordinary, with Congress having passed over .
49 pieces of legislation dealing with education over the past four
years and spending some $9 billion a year to implement 111 programs,
twice what was being spent four years ago.
--"Nevertheless, the Federal effort has failed to produce the results
in urban education which are needed.
--" The very multitude of education legislation and the numerous programs implement it put the local school in a position where it can,
at best, only adjust to its desperation within the administrative
nighmare imposed by the segmented bureauc r acy of Y
.;Jashington.
-More-

Such a

plethora of programs prevents the one thing the local education
agency must do -- devise a comprehensive plan to provide real education to the urban children.
-- "The 'something for every thesis' approach to Federal aid deprives
the Congress of the opportunity to concentrate on the desperate
urban need for education in the basic learning skills.
-- " Congressional preoccupation with the legal formula by which
Federal aid is extended has obscured the real issue of improving
education.

It is wrong for Washington to run every school district

in the nation, not just because the Constitution forbids it, but
because it would not produce good education.

But it is equally

wrong for this, the best-educated nation in all history to force the
least fortunate and skilled among us to find their own wisdom and
initiative and optimism to better their own education system before
we can help them.

The Federal government must be bold enough to tie

its aid to the States with strings that demand action in the crisis
in urban education."

LETTER PLUS FULL SUMMARY FOLL01rJS

(Congressman l.Jilliam Cahill, R-N .J., supports the findings of this study.
as a supplement to the recommendations made in this report, however, Mr. Cahill
wishes to draw attention to the opportunities of an educational system which
utilizes the innovative concept of providing economic and symbolic rewards in accordance with research developed by the Institute for Behavioral Research at Silver
Springs, Maryland. Mr. Cahill will make lmo\m the details of this concept at the
time the full text of the above study is released.)
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